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'A FUTILE EFFORT IN THE HOUSE TO

|

SECURE IPENSION LEGISLATION.

The friends of the Union veterans in the
House of Representatives made a desperate
efiort on lwo days of last week to have a
definite time set for the cousideration of the
bills reporied from the Committee on Invalid
Pensions. Tt was the first time this session
that this commitiee had been called nader
tle morning-honr rule, and it will be the
It is
not eirictly true that it was the first time,
because it had been reached before, but was
passed over informally beeaunsze of theabsence
of Col. Matson, the Chairman.

Under the rules, during the first morning
bour of the session after the reading of the

last this session,in all probability.

journal, the committees are called in rota-
tion, when it is in order for a Member to
muake such a motion ns the committee may
bave instructed hiim to yropose.

Somse months ago, while Col. Matson was
absent in Indiasa on buosiness not remotely
ation for a Gov-

State, Muj. Morsill proposed a

connected with the nomin
ernor of that
resolution setling apart two days for the
consideration of husiness of the committee.
It was referred buck to the same committee,
was ordered to be reported favorably by the
committee, and was put npon the calendar.
The original resolution called fortwo days in
but M=,
to fight
passed,

Juue,

the matter off Lill the time ha
When tlie commiitee was reached las
, therefore, Mr. Morrill moved to
this from the calendar,
smending it to set apart the two days in

Thursday

o R

i resolution

A ngust,

The Southerners immediately began to
fillibuster, and it was evident that nothing
be
there was a Lare guornm in the cily, and

with such a condition of things

could done, because it was doubtful if

nothing

LIPS

| can ever be carried in the face of an oppo-

III

e
We have decided that we will begin this I

mouih the grost story of Col. Thomas W.

Enox, previcusly sancunced, which we are

surpassing intcrest.
most sneeess=ful writer of boy sturies in the
world, says of it: “I wonld be unwilliug to
say it is the best story I ever wrote, but I

sition ready toresort {o parliamentary tactics
to defent it

Upen the roll ¢all the majority was about
15 to one in favor of the messure, buf the
total vote was less than & gnornm, and void,
made. Thesitn-
irly pleasing to a ecore or

who like to pose as the

andd the point was guickly

LN WIS i--_"'YJI:.
g0 of gentlemen
of the sgldier whea
plished for
i pportunity to vote

At the same time

iends nothiug ccn
They

Haye"

ve accom his benefit,

were afforded sn of
e the Fa

he &at

11 electiions.

they had { isfsetion of knowing that

. e | gwing to the lack of {F there was no
sure every ove of our readers will find of | OWIRE 10 the lack of a quorum U

Col. Kuox, who isthe |

their vole wonld amount to

| anyilking except to make a record. There

gm sare I bhave pever written a better one”™

It iz & novradive of troe occnrrences asd

fhriiliog iopcidents, told in the happiesl |

mamner. Lvery member of the family will |

be derply inte

Do not fsil to repew your subscript
promptly, for you caunci affad to milss
opening chaplers

GEN. SH

A Fine Picture For 25
Cents.

ercsted im it

ERIDAN.

.

We bsave s fine lithograph of Gen. Sheri-
oy

sny address, securely

—Jarps size.—which we will send to

inclosed in a paste-

board tube, upon the veceipt of 25 cents.
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TuE cigarisakers have felt the disastrous
effects of imported foreigy labsr toa marked
degree.  Accurding to the lestimony given
Before the Congressional Lumigration Com-
mittes, ciear making was a very profitable
tradesiong about (he dose of the war, A first-
class cignrmeker frequently made as high as
$60 2 week, Atthattimenot m
ecent. of the cigarmakens in New York r':_‘.'
were foreirners The rema
eans. They had good

their fomilies in o and gave their
children a goold edupcation. The first blow
at them was the importation of Chinese,
Then tenx of thonsauds of Boliergians znd
Eussian and Polish Jews were bires ': i over,
theodicus tenem ' EYHie e Jan, : nd
wayges dropt in some nstances (o as low as
B aweek Dy eral families

ope room, and masking e JEANY #1
child helyp in work, the immigmuts could
liveand fay vp mon
oconsidersd v
imnaifh'.l.te- Jre

r:‘lx.::,ln M-T
nder were Ameri-

bhomes, supporied

miort,

ent-honse

herdine ses in

TY Wi

£y On What an Amerien
5 | '
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MvIlion WA

d to 1he

a5 bilt (A ORI
’ i

ness ealled

are lots of just such friends of the soldiers
in Congress.

Th
a9 a rule, who voted for the Mills
the

ev are ihese Mombers from the North,
bill, and
who cower when Southerners crack
their whip,

and with
Thursday, no business of

The contest ended without fruit
much bad temper
auy kind belng done that day.

Under the rules, when a committee’s bnsi-
v is unacted upon at the

expiralion of its bour, or adjournment, as

one da
the case mav he, the same committee is en-
titled to what is termed a “second morning
words, it has the right of
morping to finish the matter

-
bour.” In ofther

-

way the next
under esnsideration on the previons morn-
ing. In this way the Morrill resolution was
ealled np again Friday.

The sama as enncted. The call for
v blocked the wheels of
legislation, and l}m day was again spent in
motions to adjonrn, to have a

the House for absentees, ete., {ill, at

:":‘:"o

a guoram f{ Toctund
filibpstering o
f'f'.""! (!f
230 o'clock, the Honse adjonrned in disgust.

Thus day by day it becomes more appar-

| ent that the Mills party bas complete con-

| liis time

i has

It

gushing in of the later ones a8 the Amer- |

foaps.
that when 1y

f‘;&_'si i 1;')..1.13.‘-“'1‘ Wolnen o8l

18 years mpo—iliey were able 10 earn §
7510 a week, Now they soe Drlunate

#f they wke §3. The Dobemian inter
ter festified that De formuerly made fine
wages, but now since the ity w» full of
Eossdan anil Polish Jews g to work for
from §4 anl §5 2 woek, he had great Qidi-
oulty in malisy $7 and §3
- -
TeE = X iy New York ar,'t'.'zr"n;‘

bepulilicans of Tudiang
bave nominated & moan napsed Hovey for

Covernor.” This &5 the way an editor wh

o
ataid ai bome durting the war and maile his
fortune by speenlating on edvance informs

tionas toloving the $2 tax on whisky epoals
of & aan who did some ¢ the Buest
in the war, If Gen. Hovey's sor

gounity Lad been confined to ki

» 1: 3
s l';ht naaig

work at Chamspion Hills, where Lic and

trol of the gituation, snd the chanee for just-
ive to the veterans ekem away 1ill hope
7S,

The fact is, that the Chairman of the Com-

{tee on Tuvalid Pensions while claiming

- 1
sl

™
that e was going to do romething, ocen
in favorable reports simply for so
many long months that now the House
to do business
regiment decimated at
long campaign. Their
voices are silent at roll-eall. Upon one

the Members have
gtrapoied off till nothing practically ezn be
This

the ex-rebels,

no force present

in Jike &

the end of a

pretext or anolher

done except by tnanimous conscnt.

can never be gained, because

who have nothine to lose by soch

a conrse

but mather the contrary, can be depended

nmnm

to olnert.

The is, that if Col. Matzon meant o

da ne heyond laading up the calen-

any §3e7

dar Le ~1--,..u have pushed things wecks

winni s

fon,

We pointed this out repeatedly at the
time, and nrged action week afler weck as
trenuonsly a8 words could express oar
meanine. (o). Mat=zon, no novice in ihe
wave of Congress, knew a5 well as we the
pricsless value of the golden hours slip-
ping by.

Now there is one more chance {0 make an

effort under the rales.

Congress will no doabt be in gession the

'-t:;'! iy in September. On thai day if

in r for a Menber 1o move to suspend
l'“_f ¥ '_'E‘- an 3 :f'i,:"‘;_-; a ‘.i!;.

Lt Col. Matson secure recognition and
tion to puss the CGrund
TEe NATIONAL TrRIB-

= Arrears of Pensions Bill.

make sNch & ;o

Army Pension Bill,
y%e Bill, or th
There are two ways in which he might be

gefleatied in suoch an effort. In fthe first

| place, the Spcaker might refuse him recog-

Lthe

poctless Lopan turped the donbifol Vieks- |

burg campaiyn inte a brilliznt suoccess, hic I
.

would sti!l inve bean of for more value io

the Naticn than a2 mmy of such small-
soulad, esrping men as the nltma-Eay i,
froe-irade ofitor of the Ev cwiing Jost,

nition.

In anawer to that it can only be said that
Mr, Carlisle is his Bpeaker
and the Speaker of lis parly.

ihis is no excuse,
He not only
voted to put him in the Chair, but to keep
him in his seat in Congress in the contest

lnm.de by the Lubor candidate Thocbe,

Miils apd hiz bill were able |

' a0, 1896, such exoexs amounted to £49 405.545.20, nad
| during the year ending June 3), 1837, it reached Lthe

pied |
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whose case was as nearly smothered as could
be done without scandal.

The tail goes with the hide.

In the second place,“ no guorum * may be
developed. In this event it will simply be
additional evidence that Col. Maison has
ginned away his day in court, and shonld
have taken the step earlier, while the House
was full

This is the last call
Col. Matson.

IS THERE A SURPLUS?

The messsze which President Cleveland
transmitted to Congress at the opening of
the present session was as {ull of alarm as a
fire-bell. Its text was found in the follow-
ing paragraph:

On the 20th day of June, 1885, the exoess of rove-
nues over public expenditures, aftar compiying

with the annual requirements of the sinking fund
act, was®17,850,735.84 ; during the yesrending Juna

Let us hear from

sum of £55,5

546,54,

Upon tlus basis—which he asserted was
“not a theory but a condition Y—he built a
fearful structure of evils which would inevi-
tably descend upon the country from the
locking up of the people’s money in the
Treasary vaunlis, withdrawing it from circu-
Iation, stagnating business, ete.

This was the key-note to the music the
We
have heard nothing from a large portion of

band has since played continuously.

the prees and the politicians but vociferation
on the dangers and evils of the enormous
surplus. The Mills bill was framed in dark-
ness and seeresy, and brought forth to light
as the great panacea for the “ We
were asked to look with complaceney, if not

surplas.”

approval, nupon the slaughter it would make
among our carefully-nourished industries,
becanse it wonld dispese of the surplus, and
prevent the evils of an undue acenmulation
of money in the Treasury; that it would be

juelly efficelive in preventing accuwula-
tion in the pockets of the people was left to
be discovered later.

Last weck there was a startling develop-
meat. Speaker Carlisle, Representative
Holman and some others who pose as guard-
ians of the Treasury, felt moved to add up
the totals of the bills which have been passed
by one or both Houses, or which have been
agreed upon by the committees, and they
were dumfounded to find that they wonld
practically use up the revenue for the year,
and leave little surplus to descant on in
impassioned speeches and
editorials.

inflammatory
Figure it as they wonld they
conld not make out a surplus of more than

$13.000.000, while the most crelible esfi-
mate would not make it exceed $10,000,000,

It was not a theory, but a condition which
econfronted them, and still confronis them.
Much of the alleged surplus resulied from
not paying the obligations of the United
Btates when due. Anybody wilth an income
can have a halance in bank if he fails to
meet his bills when they are presented, and
that is precisely what. Congress has done.
In order to make a show of econamy and of
accumulated money in the Treasury the Jast
Congress did not make the appropriations it
should, bat left the debts to be met by this
Congress, which has already passed four
deficiency bills and has another pending. A
Jarge part of this is to make good the de-
linguencies of the preceding Congress. Had
it done its duty and paid current expenses
with current income, as a straightforward
business man does, there would have been
nothing like the “surplus” which President
Cleveland was able to report. For example,
two urgency deficiency bills alone passed by
this Cougress to meet the delinguency of its
predeeessor amounted 10310:"Ui*,*}“(’1 and the
River and Harbor Bill, which the Presideunt
did not sign, but is lumped with the one
which has just hecome a law without his
signatnre, was for $11,000,000 more. Tt re-
quires little knowledge of arithmetic to un-
derstand that a few euch items as these
would make the alleged surplus a shadowy
figure of specch.

THe NATIONAL TRIBUNE ha< constantly
urged that there is no such a thing in real-
ity as the “surplas;”—that cannot exist,
when there is an immense bonded debt, a
large portion of which must soon be paid off.
There is in addition the debt due the sol-
diers, the payment of which has been shirk-
ed by this and preceding Congresses. Now [
coines the revelation that the floating debt
of the couniry—suTered to grow by finan-
cial mismanagement—will approximate the
It looks
bottom has dropt

amount of the alleged surplus,
very much as if the whole

&

gut of the “aunti-surplus” campaign.

THEN AXND XNOW.
It is difficult for many—and it is impos-
silile for some—men to understand the ele-
vated patriotism which led vetcrans who
are secking pensions now to refrain from
zsking for them in the years immediately
following the war,

This is because it is difficult to conceive
of this great, rich couniry, with money so
plentiful a3 to be culled a public incum-
brance, being in such finaneial straits that
bankrupley seemed imminent, and all patri-
otie citizens were adjared to stroggle and
sacrifice to seccre the Nation's financial |
salvation, in the same way they had stroggled
and sacrificed forher political salvation. Thus,
men who had endured aud dared everything
for the preservation of the country and come
home with serious disabilities resulting from
their service, declined to a®k for pensions
because the country was staggering under
the most frightful load of debt of any Na-
tion in modern fimes. They would not
barden the country, but rather help euse her
of her burden. They toiled early and late,
and from their earnings paid the most oner-
ons taxes ever imposed on cur people in
order to satis{y the bondholders,

Some people nowadays find it difficult to
understond how any man of gense would do

this. They also find it diflicalt to under-

stand how any man of seuse would march

out on a hilltop nnd be shot at by musketry
and artillery. Yei, very sensible men did
both, litile as it may be understood by this
generation.

The men who, in 18G5 and the years fol-
lowing, would not ask for pensions find the
conditions much changed now. The coun-
try, which wassearcely able to pay the boed-
Lolders their interest then, is now the rich-
est in the world, There is no reason now
wily it should not pay its debts of honor.
Also, the veterans who could get along des-
pite their huris then cannot now. The fire
and vigor of youth has yielded to advancing
years. A rhenmatism that conld be con-
quered by will-power in 1866 is a despot in
1888. A bullet wonnd “ that didu't bother
me much ™ at 25,18 a eruel"and relentless
torture at 47. Ears jarred by an exploding
shell were only “a liltle hard of hearing™ a
few years ago. Now neither the words of
love, the laughter of children, or the keen
language of trade and commerce, make the
slightest impression on them.

Is it strange that the man who was o in-
dependent and self-helpfal in his vigorous
youth, turns in his age and debility to the
conniry to which he gave so much of his
life?

THE NAVAL ARCHIVES,

In the Jegislative bill just passed Congress
there was an item appropriating for an addi-
tional force of cne clerk and three copyists !
upon the work of compiling the naval war
records of the rebellion. Heretofore there
have been employed in the collecting and
preparing for publication of thesg records by
the Government since July, 1884, till the
present time only one clerk and two copy-
ists, a force entirely inadeqnate to muake
any progress worth mentioning, and with
tlie present increase it will be impossible to |
carry ou ths work with that rapidity neces-
gary to eollect, eoliate and properly arrange
all the official docnments for publication.
Many of these papers are in the hends of
private individuals, and the longer their
compilation and publication is put off the
barder it will be to obtain the documents
and the greater ths danger of their being
lost or destroyed, which lessens the chances
of a complete and authentic record of the
services of the pavy. It isa bad pieca of
economy on the part of the Government to
string out a work wilh inferior results when
a suflicient force conld be employed to ac-
complish satisfaclory ends and produce a
complete Listorical record that would com-
pele with the most valoable of its kind in
the world, as has been the case in the army
war records. The naval war records are the
official reports and letters of civil and naval
officers relating fo naval armaments, opera-
tions and equipments daring the civil war.
Most of those of the Federal officers are on
file in the Navy Department, while many
papers of importance are still in the posses-
sion of the survivors or the families of the
deceased. Of those of the Confederate offi-
cers some are on file in the Navy Depart-
ment, but the majority are gtill in the hands
of private individuals. In order to have a
complete and impartial history of the war
it is necessary that the official reports of
both sides should be compiled and published.
This is a task too great for any private
enterprise, and in all standard histories so
published the navy has been comparatively
overlooked, owing to the inaccessibility of
the records of the navy and the insurmount-
able amount of work and research incident
to reading through the voluminons files of
tiie Navy Department in order to glean that
The Gov-
ernment therefore should use its utmost en-
deavors to accomplish the work, not only as

which is uselul and instructive.

an historical record, but as an instructive
document for the guidance of lier naval
officers when called upon to do active serv-
ice in the future. The lesson alone of the
defense of New Orleans and the passage of |
the forts holding the key to that clty is
most beneficial to the student of naval
warfare, and though the weapons and tactics
for the army in the civil war was in most
respects the same as that used by Frederick
Charles more that a decade gone by,
the mode of warfare for the navy was
entirely changed. Even thefirst year of the
war saw the old wooden gailing frigales,
which shed such luster over the annals of
the American navy in the war of 1812, re-
placed by ironclads and rams propelled by
gteam and mounted with powerful rifled guns,
instead of the small 18-pounders and long
thir'}'-twus. And it was not only the first
ur in which steam ironclads and rifled guns
the de-
struclive power of the torpo was brought

were used, but the first in which
into use and devecloped, thus revolution-
izing naval tactics and mode of warfare, as
well as naval architeciure.

Tue soldier-hating organs are heginning
their annual tuning up for a chorus of de-
nunciation upen any one who speaks for
veterans and their rights, All such are
“einim agen's'

“ pension sharks,” organs,”

ete, The soldier iy the only one it secms
who Lins no right to have a champion or
Beeanse THeE NATIONAL
TrIBUNE dares say that he should be given

representative.

Lis rights, we are abnsed worse than if we
preached aparchy and counseled bomb-
throwing. We
We have lived and thrived under it

are not compluining, how-
ever,
for years, and every year secs us with a
larger subseription list and a much wider
circle of admiring and trusting friends
The comrades kpnow that we work with
siugle-heartedness and loyalty for their best
interests, and that is all we care for,

— -

Tug young Ewperor of Germany has
made a bellicose specch at Frankfort-on-the-
Oder, and the bristles rise at once from the
Ural Mountains to the Atlantic. It wonld
be a relief to fhe expectant world if they
would guit shaking their fists at each other
aud begin fighting
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CHEAFP WATCHES,

The New York Times last Sunday had a fit
about the “duly which every American who
buys a watch must pay"” the grasping watch
companies. This is ladicrons. The Times
could not havechosen an illostration more nn-
fortunate for its side of the argument. Be-
fore we began manufacturing watches under
the encouragement of a prolective tarifl,
such a thing as a pgood, cheap watch was
unknown in the United States. Relialie
pocket time-pieces could anly be afforded by
the well-to-do. Under the free trade which
existed prior to the outbreak of the war,
great numbers of low-priced English and
Swiss watches were brought into the country
and retailed at from $20 to $50. The first
break in the prices was made by the “ Wal-
tham American Watech Company,” and this
was followed rapidly by other companies,
which made timekeepers superior to any
foreign watch but the very high-priced
English and French chronometers, and sold
them at less than the inferior English and
Swiss watches eould be bought for. Com-
petition among our own manafacturers ran
the prices down rapidly, until to-day an
American watch is infinitely the best and
cheapest in the world. The common Water-
bury, which the retailers are now selling for
§2.50, is a better timekeeper than could be
bought in this conntry for $25 before the
war. Nearlyall the improvements in mech-
anism and cheapening in price have been
in this country. FEnglish and Swiss watches
are very little better or cheaper than they
used to be, and consequently American
watches-are rapidly taking their places in
Europe.

THAT “SURPLUS."”
The figures obtained from the Clerks of
the Appropriation Committees, as we go to

| press, go far to confirm the statements eur-

rent in regard to the alleged “surplus.”
The regular annual appropristions for the
year foot up $255,764,923.54. To this must
be added, firat, the deficiency appropriations,
which foot up $18,227,683.69; second, mis-
cellaneous, enndry, civie, ete., $3,626,100.42,
and third, the permanent annual ap;
tions, $115,640,795.90, muking a grand total
of $428,260,5620.55. The receipts for the year
are ficured at $440.50373

Il 6

TOpPria-

22, making the
surplus appear to be §12204,21357. To
this should be added $§5,500000
reductions in the fortifications bill, hut a
large portion of this reduction will be offset
by appropriations for public buildings that
do not figure in the above estimate,

This is a showing that deeply concerns
Mr. Mills and his friends. The unuderpin-
ning is tumbling out from under them.

THE FOUR-AND-A-HALF PER CENTS,

In all this talk about the surplas little
if any attention seems to be given to the
fact that §222 000,000 of 4! per cent. bonds,
are due Sept. 1, 1891, and must be paid.

What do our financiers propose to do with
this vast sum of indebtedness?

If they intend to pay it they must begin
preparing for it now.

for

They will have to ac-
cumulate money at the rate of $70,000,000 a
year, in order to have enough on hand when
the bonds become due,

Certainly they must intend to pay them
The people will not endure continuance
of & debt at heavy interest, when the air
is full of clamors about the Nation having
more money than it knows what to do with,
If payment is intended, preparation must be
begun at once, and there will be ne surplas
to wrangle over.

Excraxp has various ways of pushing
trade with foreign countries, but all of
{hem are practical and effective. To some
ghe preaches free-trade; thisis to thoese whom
shie cannot control otherwise. Weaker pow-
ers she treats more summarily, Finding that
Ja Jau, a little King on the West African
const, was diverting his trade to Germany,
her Consul at Opobo decoyed him into an
interview, surrounded him with a squad of
marines, and sent him a prisoner to one of
the West India Islands. Eogland is * busi-
ness every time.”

-

Tirz Congressional investigation shows the
greatest corruption in the matter of natural-
izations in New York., There was abundance
of evidence to show that anyone who de-
gired it conld get full naturalization papers
in a few hours by the paymeut of $10. The
worst feature about this was that many of
the men 8o natnralized do not pretend to
make their homes in this country, but only
took out their papers in order to get employ-
ment on American vesscls.

P —

Ip, instead of giving favored banks $02,-
000,000, free of interest, to loan to the peo-
ple, this Admianistration bad paid that sum
out for pensions, it wonld not only have done
justice tothe N

ors, but it would have rendered the surplus

vation’s most deserving credit-

much lese, and made tinies much better.

was clamor-
ing, “ Why don't the Army of the Potomae
move?” Every week that passed withont

SoME years ago the country

the soldiers doing spmething to crush the
encmies of the couutry wag angrily com-
But
country in moving toward justice to those

plained of. mark the apathy of the

who saved it.

Tur soldier-haters reply to the proposi-
tion to give the veterans land warranis with
a wail as to rapidiy-diminishing area of pub-
lic lands. This would Seem to be a good
argument in favor of restricling immigra-
tion.

Four women in South Media, Pa., have
84 living, healthy children., Again we ask
why should we drive in herds of lazzaroni
from the shores of the Mediterranean to fill
up the country ?

StILL Col. Matson and Congress manage
to do nothing for the soldiers with great
ability. This is the close of the ninth
mouth since the session began.

THE LOGAN MONUMENT FUND, l
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